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(3) Hasting’s “‘Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics,” Vol 11
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(3} Hasting’s Cnevelopaedia of Religion and Ethics, vol, 1, P 412.

@ The Atharva Veda contains numerous charms against
serpent, and a rite of propitiation on the full moon day of Margasirsa.
In the '‘Brahmang’ Serpents as developed objects of cult occupy a
prominent place : lbid.
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(9) Indian Serpent Lore bv Vogel
(€)  WUR (49—3°1-138
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(8) Iconography of Buddhist and Brahminical Sculputures in the
Decca Museum by N. N. Bhattasali.
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(%) Indian Serpent Lote by Vogel, P 54,
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T agate oafe il R Al AAA e @S L o |
O ANl eFaAT HEA WE RV WSHY AE QAR
fafdte,—“The Senas came from Southern India and settled in
Bengal in the middle of the 11th Century A.D.. They very likely
favoured the worship of snake Goddess ‘Mancha’ and their
rise probably gave an impetus to her popularity, The decline
of Buddhism by ti}js time gradually transfered the honours
paid to Janguli to Mancha who fast became Manasa at the
hand of the Brahmin Theologists.”
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TR &R 5i&Ia (987 “Tree and Serpent Worship” atxy &%
A fE Ate se—om3 BB AAF rgadig s TR faar
N afente Ay vee (g WA #1451 3 W1 WA RIS
frga S1faca Fofywia @Bl wifot @Ot wio fAatd frcn | o eAws
Vogel-3 farmgs x@ &fifqix catsti—“Serpent worship is closely
associated with tree worship. Sometimes the snake is supposed
actually to reside in the tree and in all probability was
originally conceived as its spirit.” ( P 270-271 )
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(#) Whitehead : Village Gods of South India, P 29-30-115-117
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(50) Indian Serpenter Lore, P. 273
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-(>>) B. C. Law Commemoration Volume, 1948.
() S. Sen, Mangala Lyric, Gauhati University Journal
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Preface

In this publication are compiled for the first time
the songs on the worship of the goddess Manasa composed
by two of our early poets, Manakara and Durgabars.
Manakara probably lived in the latter part of the sixteenth
century, and Durgabara was the contemporary of the Koch
king Visva Singha ( 1517—1544). The poets lived most
of their times in the present Kamrup district,

The collection contains _112 songs of which seventy-six
are ascribed to Manakara. The songs .Of Manakara describe
in detail the creation myth, a popular legend on the
marriage of Hara and Gauri and the birth of their daughter
Padma or Manasa. Immediately after her birth, Padma was
gent to the lower region to rule over and to obtain
worship from the serpents. Durgabara’s songs tb_irby-_s_i_x
in number, describs the snubsequent episodes connected with
the worship of Manasa on this earth. The goddess Manasa
was not content with her sovereignty of the lower wgrld.
She resolved also to claim honour and worship from' all
sections of the people of the earth. DBut her great opponens
was Chand Sadagar, the most weaslthy member of the
merchant community of the city of Campaka, commonly
identified with a place on the south bank of the Brahma-
putra in the modern Kamrup district of Assam. Chand
was a devout follower of Biva and he would on no
circumstance worship Manasa, His wife Soneks one day
made secret arrangements for worshipping Manasa. Bu
when Chand came to know of it he flew into a rage



i

end kicked away all articles of offerings collected for her
worship. At this treatment the goddess Manasa was furious
and she determined to take revenge on Chand and his
family, In course of a few days, she caused the death
of Chand’s six sons, got sunk the boats of Chand which
carried rich merchandise from abroad, and made him to
fall into abject poverty and destitution. In spite of these
misfortunes Chand chose to suffer rather than worship
Mannsa, Not to speak of the members of his family,
even people of Campakanagara dreaded Chand and did not
dare to propitiate the goddess Manasa. After some time
a seventh son was born to Chand and Soneka and was
named T.akhindara. When he grew up Lakhindars was
married to a very accowmplished girl named Behula or
Beula. As it was predicted by the astrologers that
Lakhindara would be bitten to death by a snake on the very
marriage-night his father got erected a house of iron
(called Meraghara ) without a hole in it and made the
couple to live therein, In spite of all these precautions
Lakhindara was Dbitten to death by a snake on the bridal
night. The snake was no doubt commissioned to do this
ghastly act by Manasa, Behula, however, resolved to Lring
her husband back to life at all risks and would not part
with his body. In the next morning she got a raft made,
and set it afloat on the river with the body of her
hushand. The raft went on and on the river for many
days and nights and on the way men, animals, spirits
and goblins attempted to frighten and dissuade her from
ber resolution. Nothing could however, move her and alone
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she drifted in the mid-stream till the raft stopped or the
shore. Near' the place where the raft stood was Neta, 8
washerwoman of the gols. Beula got down on the bank
and collected a pile of wood to burn herself on a pyre
with the skeleton of her husland  Neta saw it and
prevented the woman from the act of immolation,
Thereupor, Beula narrated the story of her misfortune
bearing which Neta promised to take her into the presence
of Siva, Beula was taken near to Siva, and she propitiated
the great god wi't‘h dance and wusic. Siva \\u,s" pleased
and restored to life ILakhindara and his six brothers,
Beula, with her husband and brothers-in-law returned
bappily to Campakanagara. On her return Beula entreated
Chand to pay offerings to Manasa. Chand agreed to do
go only with his left hand. This, in 1main, is the
subject-matter of the songs of Durgabara.

These songs of Manakara and Durgabara are important
as much by reason of the stage they represcnt in the
development of Assamese language and literatwie as for
their account of the religious history of mediaeval Assam.
These songs are sectarian in character no doubt, and were
composed mainly to glorify the worship of the gorddess
Manasa. But as Manasa herself was originaily a non-Aryan
goddess and included into the Brahmanic pantheon lator
on, these somgs associated with her worship incorporate
& mass of popular lore and legends. Here in these songs,
therefore, we get for the first time some glimpses of the
secular aspects of early Assamese literature. Chand, Soneka,
Beula are representative characters of Assamese sooiety,
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Chand a strong-willed man never to bend even in the
face of tremendous odds, and Soneks, a loving wife, full
of womanly superstitions and ever eager to propitiate any
god or goddess for the well-being of her family. Beula
earns our admiration as a virtuous, devoted wife, full of
oourace and determination. All these characters are realisti-
cally portrayed and through the story the poets greatly
emphasise the popular conviotion that human life and
destiny are shaped at the whims and pleasures of particular
gods and goddesses.

These songs present an amazing wealth of materials
on the early form of Assamese speech, particularly the
dialect of Western Assam. As such they afford us an
opportunity for invostigatioh into the development of the
Assameso language and linguistic correspondence between
Wostern and Eastern dialects of Assamese.

I'arther, the importance of these songs lies more on
their historical and religious bearings. They give us a
succint account of the growth and spread of the Manasa
cult in Assam and the various rites and rituals associated
with her worship. That the cult of Manasa is non-Aryan
can be known from the very nature of the goddess
as depicted in these songs. She is oruel, frightfully
revengeful and does not exhibit any of the noble traits of the
olassical gods and goddesses. Her very names Totals
( stammerer ), Kani (blind) suggest popular origin, Manasa
seems t0 be originally & local deity worshipped by the
non-Hinduised people of the province, but by and by she
came to gain popularity among the upper classes of the
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Hindu society, Theso songs further reveal that there waa
a long struggle for supremacy between Siva and Manasa
in which the goddess Manusa came out triumphant.

Manasa is even today & living and powerful cult
in Assam and she is worshipped with mnch adoration and
ceremony, particularly in the districts of Kanirap, Goalpara
and Darrang  She is gererally worshipped in the months
of Asadha and Sravana (P.14), particularly diring the time
of pestilence and disease. She is then invoked as the
goddess Marai. Buﬁulo, goats, pigeons are sacrificed before
her. During the days of hoer worship these songs are
sung with proper musical instruments and dancing
1mnovements,

v Morcover, these songs shed side-light on the social
life of mediaeval Assam, Thbey describe in detail the
marriage ceremony of Siva and Parvati meodelled probably
after the prevaling popular institution. The marringe was
celebrated at the house of the bride in the evening or
night. A few days preceding the marriage the bridegroom’s
party went to the bride's house wi.h various foodstuff and
ornaments, and the ceremony was known us Jorona-diya
(P.45). On the evening, before the marriage day was
observed the Gandha Adhivasa rites (P.48). Before the
Adhivasa ceremony the bride and the bridegroom were
rubbed with paste of turmerio, pulses, and scented Oil.
They were then bathed with water ceremonially drawn from
river or tank in sacred pitchers (Mangala ghata), After
the bath they were given to wear new garments and
made to sit amidst an assembly of women, who ended
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.the ceremony by singing suspicious songs (P.48), On the
marrisge-day the bridegroom proceeded to the bride’s house
in o Dola (litter ) accompanied by friends and relatives
and a troop of drummers and musicians. The mother of
the bride and other wowmen came to the gate to welcome
and receive the son-in-law with an earthen lamp, durba
grass, betel leaves and nuts, and pitha (cakes) placed
on a Dala (a circular bamboo tray ) making ulu-dhvani
all the time. The mother-in-law then fanned the brid-eg;é;(—)m
three times. Then with music and songs the bridegroom
was led to the altar erected in the centre of the pandal
with banana trees (P.58). The bride veiled all over was
then taken out to the pandal and made to sit near the
bridegroom. The priest then performed the marriage rites,
and fastencd the marringekhot (Lagna-gathi), The fatier
of the bride then along with five haritaki (myrabolans),
durba gra s, and dhanya offered bis daughter’s hand to
the bridegroom.  The bride and the bridegroom jointly
offered lajanjali {fried rice) to the fire for seven times.
They were then given to partake a portion of the boiled
rice offered to the saaiificial fire.

ere and there in these songs we et some  elimpses
of the life of women, their dress, ornaments and of other
articles used in toilet.  The bhair was well combed and
dressed, und there were various ways of doing the hair
(P.59). Fluwers adorned the braids, and the common ﬂoweye
used in the chignon were Bakula and Malati. Sandal
pastc was used to enhance the beauty of complexion,
vermilion was pasted on forehead, and collyrium was
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pat on the eyes. TUse of mirrors was very common.
Ornaments of various - desiens and materials were worn.
Jothi on the forehead, Makara and Kundala used in the
ears, Gajamati Hara in the neck, Kevura, Kankana and
Baicha uwsed in the hands, Tara on the arm, gold rings
on fingers, Nupura and Gharara on the feet, and Ujhati

on toes, Widows were forbidden to wear ornaments and
to put vermilion mark on foreheads ( P.121).

There are refercnces to  bed-room equipments also,
Decorated palanquins and mosquito curtains were used in
well-to-do houses,” Carpots of various desions were spread
in the rooms and oven a canopy was fastened.

Music and dancing were cultivated hoth by men and
women. These songs themselves are evidenee to indieate
that music was very much prevalent and these sonos were
composed to serve the practical requircments of music,
Dancine was practiscd particularly by women. Beula s
sald to have satisfied Siva by high order of her dancin,

These songs refer to the art of boat haildine and tn
riverine trade. The wood that was considered suitable for
construction of hoats was sala, salakha.  kaisaly,  hijjala,
campika, pawmbharu ete (P. 92-93).  The construetion of
boats was started on an amspicions day and with saerifiee
and offerings (P, 93). Boats were tastefully decorated hy
Sutradbara and Kunduka ; they were further well furnished,
canopics were spread over them, flags and festoons were
flown (P.93-94). Merchandise carried by these hoats to
foreion countries comprited Marica, Pipalli, Ada, Jira,

Jai, Sakota, Sarisa, Jatiphals, Dhaniya, Dhuna, and so
on and so forth.
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These are some of the indications of the historical
materials available in these sougs. A comprehensive and
compurative study of the entire Manasa literature may
no doubt make considerable addition to our present
knowledge of the cultural and religious history of mediaeval
Assam. This bowever, cannot be done in this introduction.

We are grateful to Shri Harinarayan Dutta Baruah
for providing funds to publish this editio princep or the
first edition of these songs, which may be of use to students
of Assamese literature and history.

(isubati, Assam, B. K. Barua
1052, } 8. N. Sarma
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